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portico of the house in which Napoleon died the utter hopeless-
ness of any attempt to escape was evident, and, in looking down
over the rock-bound coast, lashed as it was with ceaseless seas,
it seemed that Sir Hudson Lowe might have had in mind, when
he designated Longwood, the idea that this hopelessness would
always torture the prisoner, from whose view this picture was
never absent, except when he sought the shade and seclusion of
the Willows, where his body lay twenty years after his death.

Every moment of the time passed on this beautiful island
was fully enjoyed by the officers and men. The hospitable peo-
ple, from the governor down, were untiring in their efforts to give
them pleasure. Every house was opened to their visits; dinners,
dances and theatricals were features of nearly every day's
entertainment. Almost every one on the island became known
to us for some generous and gentle hospitality, and when the
time came to sail onward there was long and lasting regret, so
delightfully was our time passed among these hospitably kind
islanders.

The parting dance, given by the officers of the Essex tlie
night before sailing, brought the island society together and left
a memory of pleasing enjoyment there. The governor was much
interested in deep-sea soundings, and next day went out a mile
or so from the anchorage to witness the operation of making a
cast and picking up bottom from a depth of 2,000 fathoms. The
sounding concluded, good-byes were exchanged, and the Ussex
made sail for Eio de Janeiro, continuing the line of soundings
until Cape Frio was reached on the night of February 8th. In
this passage from St. Helena westward, the depth of the Atlantic
was found to vary 'more than the soundings east of that point
had done. At a distance of seven to nine hundred miles west
of St. Helena the lead showed only nine hundred fathoms, which
indicated a submarine mountain range quite a mile high, but
from that point the soundings fell away again into deeper water
with unimportant variations until the plateau of the South
American Continent was reached.

Rio de Janeiro was reached on February 9th, during the hot
weather of the midsummer months of the south temperate zone.
The entrance to the bay was plainly seen a long way off at sea.
Lord Hood's Nose was in plain sight, while the Corcovada Moun-or and soldier. From the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